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Port LaBelle May Face Higher Water Rates 

 

The Hendry County advisory committee for the Port LaBelle Utility System, often referred to by its 
acronym, PLUS, will hold a public hearing at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 9 in the Hendry 
County Courthouse Commission Chambers to discuss a possible rate increase. The PLUS Citizen 
Advisory Board will pass its recommendation on to the Hendry County Commissioners who will 
consider the issue at a second public hearing during the BOCC meeting on January 22 at 5:00 p.m. 
in LaBelle. 

In preparation for the hearing, the advisory board met on December 6 to discuss its budget history 
of the past ten years.  Advisory board consultant John Capece explained that although the utility 
raised prices in 2007 to generate additional revenue to pay for its new water treatment plant 
construction loan, income has been completely flat. 

Both population and water use have decreased in Port LaBelle as the housing slump that began in 
late 2006 evolved into the economic crisis of 2008.  Many people left the region in search of 
employment and those who remained cut back on water use. These factors combined to reduce 
utility income by the same amount as the rate increase, yielding no additional revenue to pay for 
the new water treatment plant or for the loan that Hendry County took out to purchase the utility 
from General Development Corporation back in 1996. 

To avoid any additional rate increases during the worst years of the economic crisis, PLUS reduced 
its operating expenses and tapped its reserve funds. The cash reserves are now fully depleted and 
the utility faces another potential water and sewer rates increase.  

PLUS Director Roger Greer said, “PLUS assesses a $2 per month distribution system fee on many of 
the undeveloped lots in Port LaBelle.  This helps make up for the fact that more than 10,000 of 
Port LaBelle lots are not yet full-paying customers and still the utility must maintain  the pipelines 
and equipment.”  

The TetraTech company recently completed a budget analysis and rate study for PLUS. It included 
a survey of utility water prices.  The survey showed PLUS water rates to be among the lowest of 
small utilities in Southwest Florida. 

The PLUS Advisory Board will meet on January 9 and by then they expect to have more 
information on what PLUS can do to resolve its budget problems. The utility has posted 
information about its budget at www.HendryUtilities.com. 
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