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What is the motivation for the Septic Tank Evaluation Program?

Florida has 2.6 million onsite systems in operation.  Sixty percent of these were installed prior to 1983 
under less strict standards in regard to water table separation and setback to surface waters.  Only about 
1% have mandatory inspections and maintenance.  The Legislature was concerned over the condition and 
operation of these systems and their potential impact on public health and the environment.

Will the Evaluation Program really become a state requirement?

Due to the public's concerns with the program and the rapidly approaching implementation date, it is 
necessary to extend the implementation date of the program from January 1, 2011, to July 1, 2011. 

Dean Cannon, Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives

The next session the Florida Legislature may consider completely rescinding the evaluation program 
legislation that it adopted last year. 

How often will septic systems require inspection evaluation?

The law requires evaluation once every 5 years through a program administered by the Florida 
Department of Health. Any system installed or serviced in the previous 5 years may omit the pump-out 
requirement from the evaluation.

How much will the evaluation program cost?

Evaluation Program Costs: $280 to $710 per homeowner
Inspection & Reporting: $115 to $230 
Pump-out: $150 to $450 per tank.
Report Fee:  $15 to $30 of which up to $5 can be used for the grant program.

Is an inspection program already in force somewhere in Florida?

Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties have mandated evaluations under real estate transactions.  Polk and 
Lake Counties have mandatory pumpouts in the Green Swamp Area of Critical State Concern.  Charlotte 
County Utility currently requires septic tank inspections and pump-outs in a single drainage basin as part 
of the Manchester-Ackerman Waterway structure (lock) removal mitigation.  Residents must pay the 
charges directly.  The inspections are conducted by Department of Health staff, licensed septic systems 
contractors or professional engineers. Sarasota County has a similar program. Only the Florida Keys 
(Monroe County) is setting up a comprehensive septic utility.

How many septic tanks are not working properly?

A survey in Duval County has been summarized as finding about 11% of systems with problems. The 
types of violations detected were typically: (1) drain field located below groundwater table, (2) direct 
connections between the drainfield and a stream, and (3) structural failures.  The inspection program 
allows identification of those households that fill their septic tank up faster, as well as identification of 
other problems, such as leaking septic tanks, broken lids, failing drainfields and illegal discharges. 


