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CFS PROPERTIES IS AGAIN CONTACTING LOTOWNERS OF'FERING TO
BUY YOUR LOT FOR $25O IF TTTN TA)GS ARE PND. HE HAS HAD A POSITIYE
INFLUENCD ON THE HOME MARKET IN PORT LABELLE. HE HAS BOUGHT
SEVERAL HOMES THAT WERE VACANT AND RUN DOWN AND FIXED THEM UP
AND SOLD THEM FOR A SMALL DOWN PAYMENT AND CARRIED THE PAPER
HIMSELF. IIE TELLS ME IIE DOES TTTTS TO GET HOMEOWNERS IN TTTE HOUSE
AIYD HOPES THEY WILL TAKE PRIDE IN OWNERSHIP AND TAI(E CARE OF THE
PROPERTY. YES I HOPE IIE MAKES MONEY ANI} BRINGS TgE PRICE OF ALL
REAL ESTATE IN PORT LABELLE UP WHERE IT SHOULD BE. I'M NOT TELLING
YOU TO SELL YOUR LOT(S) TO HIM BI]T TT YOU DO I HAVEN'T HEARD OF ONE
PERSON WHO DIDN'T GET PAID WHAT THEY WERE PRONIISED,

IN THf, LAST FEW WEEKS GOVf,RNOR BUSH CUT THE START TIME, ON
THE COMPLBTION OF FOTIR LAI{EING OF HWY 80 TO FT. MYERS FROM YEARS
TO MONTHS IN AN EFFORT TO STIMT]LATE THE LOCAL ECONOMY. THIS IS
NOW SUPPOSB TO BE COMPLETED ABOUT FTVE YEARS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE
WHICH I THIIYK WILL HELP THE SALE OF PORT I,ABELLf, LOTS TO PEOPLE
WHO WORK IN FT. MYERS BUT CATI MAKE A 30 TO 45 MII\ruTT DRTVE HOME TO
THE PEACE AND QUTTE OF COUNTRY LryING.IT IS CHEAPER TO BUILD IN
HIINDRY COUNTY THAN LEE COUNTY BECAUSE OF ALL THE FEES IN LEE
COUNTY PLUS THX BUILDING LOTS ARE SO MUCH CHEAPER IN PORT
LABELLE.

IN OCTOBER OT]R WATf,R RATES CAME DOWII S5.OO PER MONTH ATID WE
ARE ABOUT READY TO START CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ADDITION TO AND
UPGRADE OF THE OLD WATER PLANT. THE BIG THING, THE, MONEY,IS IN
PLACI, TO PAY FOR THIS NEW ADDITION.

ON SUNIIAY, DECEPIBER' 2,20o1EABI'rA'r FORTUFIANITY OF HFNDRY
COUNTY DEDICATED THE FIRST HOUSE WE BUILT IN LABELLE TO AIYGELINA
SCELFO AND HT',R SONS. THANKS TO SOME OF YOU WHO DONATED YOUR LOT
TO HABITAT WE ARE PREPARING 2 MORE LOTS TO BUILD HOUSES ON.
HABITAT CAN BUILD A HOUSE BUT IT TAKES A FAMILY TO MAKE A HOME.

wE I{AD ouR 29nr wEDDTNG AI\tNrvERSARy oN suNDAy DECEMBER 9rH
AND WE HA\rE LIYED IN TIIIS HOUSE 28 YEARS.IN ALL THAT TIME WE HAVE
TALKED ABOUT TAKING THE HENDRY COUNTY CITY IFARM TOIIR WIIICH IS
SPONSORED BY THE HENDRY COUNTY CITY FAR}I TOUR COUNCIL. THE FARM
TOUR COUNCIL Is IT{ADE UP OF MEN AND WOMEN FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE
IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA. THEIR HOPE IS THAT BY THN END OF THE DAY
EVERYBODY WILL MORE FULLY APPRECIATE TIIE IMPORTANCE OF
ACRICULTTIRE IN YOT]R LIFE TN TODAY'S \YORI,D.

WELL SATURDAY DECIIIVIBER 8,2001 WE F'INALLY TOOK THE TWENTY
SECOND FAR}I TOURAND I WANT TO TELL YOU SOME OF WHAT WE SAWANI)
DID AS WELL AS PASS ON TO YOU SOME OF THE INFOR]VIATION WE RECEIYf,D.



THERE WERE FOTIR (4) BUS LOADS OF US. MOST WERE FROM LEE COUNTY
AND ONLY ONE (l) BUS LOAD FROM mNDRy COUNTY. THrS TOUR COSTS $40
PER PERSON AND IS SOLD OUT WEEKS IN ADVANCE.

THE BUSES CAME FROM FT. MYERS AND THE TOUR STARTED IN
LABELLE AT DAYLIGHT (ABOUT 7:OO) WITH OUR lST STOP AT LABELLE PLANT
WORLD WIIERE TI{F,Y GROW VEGETABLE PLANTS FROM SEED TO BE SHIPPED
TO FAR}IERS FOR TRANSPLANTING TO THF.IR FTELDS. LABELLE PLA}{T
WORLD GROWS AND SHIPS ABOUT 30 MILLION VEGETABLE PLANTS EVERY
SIX WEEKS. THF,Y HAVB 2 SEED MACHINES THAT PLANT THE SEEDS INTO
STYROFOAM GROWING TRAYS FILLED WITH GROWING MBDIA AND
FERTILIZER IN THS' PROPER AIVIOUNT. THESE MACHII\'ES DO MAI{Y
HUNDREDS OF SEEDS PER HOUR INTO TRAYS THAT THT',N GO INTO ONE OF 51
GROWING HOUSES. THE HOUSES HAVE AUTOMATIC WATERING AND
FERTILIZATION SYSTEMS THAT BRING THE GROWING CONDITIONS UNDER
THE CONTROL OF A VERY FEW PEOPLE. THF, MOST COMMON SEEDS GROWN
ARf, TOMATOES, WATERMELON, PEPPER, CABBAGE, CAIJLIFLOWE&
EGGPI-ANT, OMON Ai{D TOBACCO. MAI\'Y OTHER CROPS ARE SEEDED |TNPS
BUT THESE ARE GROWN IN THE MOST VOLUME. LABELLE PLANT WORLD HAS
SPECIAL TRAILERS BUILT TO HAT]L THE TRAYS FROM THE GROWING HOUSES
TO THE FARMER OR TO THE TRUCK LINE FOR SHIPMENT TO FARMS FOR
TRANSPT-ANTING IN TtrXAS, Ofilg, NORTII AND SOUTH CAROLINA AltD
PENNSYLVANTA TO MENTTON A FEW. IN 2m0 HENDRY COUNTY HAD $15,000,000
IN VEGETABLE TRANSPLANTS & NURSERY SALES.

OTJR 2M STOP WAS SOUTH OF LABELLE AT BOB PAUL CITRUS WHICH IS
A 5,OOO ACRE CITRUS GROYE THAT WAS FIRST PLANTED IN 1964. THE PAIILS
MOVED TO HEI\DRY COUNTY FROM CENTRAL FLORIDA BECAUSE OF TTTF',
TEMPERATURE ADVANTAGE IN THE WINTER THT"Y HAD OBSERVED THAT
CITRUS MATURED EARLM,R AND WITH HIGHER QUALITY THAN CITRUS FROM
CENTRAL FLORIDA. }IOST OF THE LOCAL CITRUS GOES INTO JUICE
CONCENTRATE. DUE TO THE OUTBREAK OF CITRUS CANICOR DISEASE IN
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 3 Yf,ARS AGO WE WERE NOT ALLOWED TO YISIT THE
GROVE. N.L 4 BUSES HAD TO GO THROUGH A CNN'UICAL SPRAYER TO EVEN
GO TO THE OFFICES.

THF 3RD sroP wAS FURTHER souru oF r-ABELLE oN Hvtry zg AT c-rrRu.s
BpLLE JUICE PLANT FORJVIED rN 1973 Wrrrr A CApACrIy TO JUrCE 3 Mrr.LiON
BOXES OF ORANGES AND GRAPEFRUTT FROM DECEMBER TO MAY. JUST
RECENTLY CITRUS BELLE HAS COMPLETED AN E)(PANSION OF THE PLANT TO
JUICE ABOUT 7 MILLION BOXES OF ORANGES AND GRAPEFRUTT DURING THE
SEASON WITH ABOUT 85 EMPLOYEES. THFY CAN ALSO PROCESS MANY OTHtr'R
TYPES OF JUICE. THIS IS A HIGHT.Y MECHAIYIZED OPERATION TO PRODUCE
JUICE CONCENTRATE PLUS USE EVERYTHING IN THE CITRUS WTTH NOTHING
BETNG THROWN OUT. T}IE BY-PRODUCTS INCLUDE DRIED CITRUS PULP USEI)
IN CATTLE FEED, COLD PRESSED OIL USED IN CONFECTIONS, ESSENCE OR
AROMA ADDED BACK TO TrrE CONCENTRATE, pULp WASH SOLDS AND
BEVERAGE BASE USED IN MA}[Y OF OTIR SOFT DRINKS. YOU BUY THE JTIICE
CONCENT'RATE AND ADD 3 CANS OF WATER IN 2OOO IIENDRY COUNTY HAD
99,437 ACIIES IN CITRITS \YITII SALES OF $133,538,910.

NEXT'IVE WENT SOUTIT ON HWY 29 TO IIWY 832 AND TIIEN EAST TO
vrsrT TIIE ALrCO RANCH WHrCrr rS ABOUT 90,000 ACRES. TO GET TO THE
CATTLE PENS WE PASSED THROUGH MANY MILES OF NATT]RAL TIMBERLAI{D


